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T H E  K O R E A N  W A X  

Plthough comment on other aspects of the war is f a i r l y  well sustained, t he  
bulk of Cliinese Codlmunist and Horth Korean broadcest propaganda a t  t he  
precei:t t h e  is  d i r ec t ly  re la ted to the l a t e s t  efCort to achieve a ?eace- 
ful s e t t k n e n t  of the prlsoner issne, 
tile present propaganda pattern: 

The folloJving elemelits characterize 

1. 

2. Limited evidence seems t o  sup?ort the poss ib i l i t y  tliat t he  

!Be references to  the l a t e s t  proposals f o r  a Korean t ruce re- 
main noaaomit ta l  on the actual compromise involved, 

Communists seek t o  reach a coolpromi;re on repatr ia t ion viithin 
the  framework of the Geceva Convention by enlargin: the scope 
of the exchange of s i ck  and wounded priso-xrs. 

A drop i n  a t roc i ty  cllarges prior t o  tlie resumption of the 
t ruce talks on 6 April mcl Pe'iing and Pyon,Qang's f a i l u r e  
to comment on Molotov's proposal f o r  Chhese end Korean 
membership i n  the United Nations seer,l t o  indicate a desire  
to avoid comment Which might hinder agreement on a Korean 
truce. 

pears to r e f l e c t  t he  objective si tuation, may also stem from 
a desire to  create the impression the Comr~unists a r e  negoti- 
a t ing f r o m  a posit ion o f  strength, 

Fropagandistically, Peking seems to be se t t i ng  the s tage fo r  
a claim t h a t  t h e i r  basic obCectives i n  Korea liaye been at- 

- ------- PWPLE'S M U Y  Atteingts --- t o  JustiQ Voluitars Rzx-txrg,$G: dB>oadcasts from 
Peking, Qongyang and Eoscov devote considerable a t tent ion to the l a t e s t  
opportunities f o r  a peacefui settlement of the ICorcan question nrovided by 
the Chou Eh-lai, K i m  I1 Sung, and Molotov statezents,  This is the  first 
time that sach at tent ion has been devoted t o  an amemi'oility yhase of the 
Korean war ratker than t o  t he  d e l 1 ~ c l a t i o i ~  of Amerkan aggression o r  
bestia1it;J;. Pekkg carr ies  t he  texts of a l l  three na.;or statements and 
devotes the bulk of i t s  attent!on to reporting domestic and internat ional  
reaction t o  these statements; bioscow coccentrates almost exclusively on 
broadcasting the t ex t s  of the statements and v i r tua i ly  iguores all re- 
action. 
than real ,  hodever, f o r  Peking's reportaze merel;? recovds the  favorable 
reception accorded the Drogosals and remains nonaommittal on the specif ic  
issues involved, 

An exception t o  t h i s  avoidance or" comment v:hich might 'oe construed a s  a 
c la r i f i ca t ion  of t he  progosals appears i n  a ?EOL?LE~S DJILY e d i t o r i a l  of 
5 April which seems to  coiiicide v i t h  )JiolotOv's elebomtion on the exchange 
of sick and wounded prisoners of war. Specific allusion is made t o  stipu- 
l a t i o n s  of Art ic le  109 of the Geneva Convention containing reference to 

3. 

, 

4. Increased comment on recent mil i tary operations, which ap- 

5 ,  

tained, / 

Tlie diffsrzncs betmen the tc.0 trsnsruitteys 5s more apparent 
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(1) the d i r ec t  repatr ia t ion of s i ck  and vmunded prisoners, (2) t he  
1laccor:;n;odation i n  neutral  cowitriesll of s i ck  and wounded prisoners, and 
( 3 )  the dii*ect yepatriation o r  internment "in a neutral  coun+Uzr;. of able- 
bodied prisoners of war w!io have undergone a long period of csptivity,Il 
In addition, PEOTZE'S DAILY,in r,ot?ng specif ical ly  t h a t  Art ic le  109 of 
the Geneva Convention provides f o r  the t r acs fe r  of POP'S t o  a mn- 
bel l igerent  %o protect prisoners from being returned t o  b a t t l e  againat 
t2.eir seers t o  be preparlng f o r  a future  allegation t h a t  the de- 
l i ve ry  of prisoners to  a t h i rd  power under cer ta in  contit ions is 8anc- 
tioned by the Convention and represents no r e t r e a t  from the Communist 
s t m d ,  
former PG\:'s i n  subsequent mil i tary operations is reminiscent of the em- 
phasis upon the  need to insure t h a t  POW 9?eturn home t o  l i v e  i n  peace" 
highlighted during the Communists * previous amenabilitr period i n  July 
1952. The pertinence of the ed i to r i a l  is enhanced by the f a c t  t h a t  it 
is the only comment of an interpretat ive nature also broadcast by MOSCOVT. 
Soviet  broadcasts rarely feature ed i to r i a l s  from other tliazl Scvbt journals. 

Pebin.n, Elimiiiates _Comment -ip&mJ'lict with brnenabilitx: A Cormunist desire 
t o  avoid bell igerent comment during tile period of negotiations may be re- 
f lected i n  ?eking's apparently complete elimination of a l l  a t roc i ty  comment 
after 4 A?ril$ j u s t  pr lor  t o  the first meeting of l i a i son  o f f i ce r s  a t  Pan- 
nunlorn on 6 Aprilo 
concezning recent alleged incidents of bacter ia l  viarfere, the U.N. discus- 
sion of the BU charges, and continued a t r o c i t i e s  against  Comunlst prisoners 
of war. 

Peking's f a i l u r e  to support its overt  peace gestures by elimination of com- 
ment on prisoner a t roc i t i e s  v;as par t icular ly  evident i n  a widely broadcast 
comentary of 31 March coricerning t1sa85stic outrages" comnitted by tlU.S. 
Chiang agents" a t  the prison canps. This comment claimed that several  
recently cagtu7ed agents confessed t o  using deception, b ru i a l i t y  and even 
cannibalism against the ComunCst prisoners i n  an attempt to &tirni<nte 
them in to  a refusal  to return !lome. Pekingts present avoid-aii'ce of t h i s  
comment, however, i s  nerhaps intenled to  remove t h i s  propaganda obstacle 
to corqmmise on prisoner repatriation. !-hscew, too, avoids a l l  a t r o c i t y  
reports, and Pyong:-ang gives only b d e f  mention to sontinued American 
bombing a t t a c b  on North Koi-een c i t i e s .  

m e  s t r e s s  upon the Comunists' desire to  prevent the use of 

Prior t o  t h a t  date Peking carried extensive repqrts  

Further evidence of Peking's axenability i s  reflected in  t h e i r  fa i lure  to 
comment t o  date on Ivlolotovfs request t k a t  tke United Nations admit China 
and Korea to membership so t h a t  the United Ks-IZons Ilcould do more as re- 
gards an armistice in  Korea," Acceptance of tile principle of Chinese Com- 
munist mem'sership i n  the United Nations was one of the or igfnal  Chinese 
preconditions for  the i n i t i a t i o n  of truce talks,  but since the negotia- 
t i ons  began i n  July 1951, ?eking has avoided mention of t h i s  demand. 

I .  
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&i&i-tg-wttoxJ&&et -@tension of Oontrol Ar. 
The increased volume of b a t t l e  reports, which ref lec  
tion--the quickened tempo of present rnilitkq' operat 
ti:e Comuunists 8 abandonment of the largely defensive 
l o s t  Sear, may also stem froni a desire to pi-esent a 
with r e l a t ion  to the talks, It is also possible t h a r  
gressive counteraction represents a rnaxtpium ef for t  to 
of Communist control, without tr iggering a major U * K  r q M o a l ,  i n  
anticipation of a t ruce and the establighment of deffnit8vc ,demarcation 
l i nes  between the opposing forces on ths tl?en=prevqil%ng l ines  of con- 
t ac t ,  

This l a t t e r  poss ib i l i ty  is supported br Overseas ,Chinese Cor;apisaion memo 
ber Tan K a h  Xee's asGertion t h a t  the Communists a re  not interested i n  the  
capture of c i t i e s  or  positions but in  the "annlbilation of emmy troops," 
The apparent contradiction 'oetiieen propapnbis t ical ly  3oiced h t e n t i o n s  
w.d actual  mil i tary opera",ioim Laving seaaingljr cont2ar;l goals may per- 
haps be resolved by coilsieering tha t  the Counusiists obiectively wish to 
inprove t h e i r  s t ra teg ic  posi-bion by aggressive action i n  the f i e l d  before 
an armistice is concluded, while a t  the same time they prepare f o r  an 
armistice propagandistically by descyLbing the i r  objectives as primarily 
a t t r i t i ona l ,  with 8 view to l a t e r  claiming tha t  t l i e  goals sought have 
been attained. 
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